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COMMISSION OF INQUIRY — PROCUREMENT PROCESS 

9. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the commission of inquiry announced yesterday and specifically to its objective to ensure greater rigour 
and transparency in decision-making in the procurement process. Will the investigation into the three projects 
listed of 26 projects—that is, Synergy’s billing system, Project Vista and the Muja a and B refurbishment—be 
expanded to include the role played by the member for Cockburn to get approval for these projects when he was 
the Minister for Energy in the past? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Yesterday, I announced a commission of inquiry in relation to a range of projects that have occurred over the last 
few years. In particular, 26 projects that have cost the taxpayers of Western Australia an extraordinary amount of 
money. On top of that, I announced that the commissioner would be invited to investigate how the 
Western Australian government is now in debt to the tune of $33 billion, which is predicted to climb to over 
$42 billion in the next few years, from a base of $3.6 billion nine years ago. I find it extraordinary that 
Western Australia is now in that position. But what I find as extraordinary is that the Leader of the Opposition 
would have the temerity, as a former member of that government that caused this issue, to ask — 

Point of Order 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: I asked a specific question relating to specific pieces of an inquiry, and the Premier is refusing 
to answer it. Please direct the Premier to answer the question. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, be quiet when there is a point of order. There is no point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I find it extraordinary that the Leader of the Opposition, as a former Minister for Energy, 
former government minister and, in fact, Treasurer—admittedly, one of seven treasurers—who was partly 
responsible for the situation that we are in, has actually asked that question. If we go to the Muja AB project — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It lost the state $330 million on the Leader of the Opposition’s watch. The then government, 
after refurbishing it, decided that it would close it — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition has the chance to ask another question. The Leader of the 
Opposition has asked a question, he should let the Premier answer it. The Leader of the Opposition might not like 
the answer the Premier is giving, but that is the answer he is giving. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They invested $330 million in the Muja AB project after saying that it would cost taxpayers 
nothing, and then made the decision late last year that they would then close it after investing that $330 million. 
That the Leader of the Opposition would come into the chamber and even ask a question on that subject shows 
how ill-prepared he is for the position. 

Point of Order 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I refer to standing order 78. The Premier has been asked specifically about the role that 
the member for Cockburn played, and I am yet to hear about the role the member for Cockburn played. 

The SPEAKER: Members, let us get this straight early. If members are going to make a point of order, they need 
to make it relevant. I will not put up with it. If members keep doing this, I will call them to order. The Leader of 
the Opposition has asked a question and he should let the Premier reply. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: No doubt Mr Langoulant will make his own judgements on what he investigates as part of 
those 26 projects, but the inquiry’s terms of reference are very clear. If the Leader of the Opposition wants to read 
them, he will find the answer to his question. 
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